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■ rinn moraine Mr?. Flaxraan. up th- grav eled walk and a vole* Just 
And noTdo' vou find yourself. , h*hind him n-fled ekci.edly. "Gad' what 
th?« "lonous day?" * "lief T h»<* ,b * K** o1 <> en »P" > ou 

, a..a.. „f the Dove and Drum- thought -o tell Do|)o;>s vou'd breakfast 
stick l«k ro"nd fronT th* work oC her*"' that Cleek realist that the call 


: : : : ; : >: ; >: : >: 



THE WOODEN 


S . ,h« .oldlhe tale Of a lone "amp » ou « <*■ " * luster 

l™t« that ™ 59! 2 .nil .icht In th. mnnifnc." 
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wd and field -nd rtvrr P-ih. and e.ght in the morn ins 
m hi* hand a bunch nf f*rns_and wild 


' Well. I never: exclaimed **•« falrn 
famine If It »t*n t th* London sen- 
r-amins V,„ M , ,-a_ as used to com* 

to. for lunch so o«»« rL.'J-TwW - 
llmg of that SWtM «r. Dollops. WJj. ' £ 
1 event saw you this do* s Wl ™ 
do vou fib" 

•v*rv well Indeed, think f* Mrs 
. viaxmnn and nr. end M**»efl to C" a 
peep at tft.s* fn-i: quarters of vo-iri 
again. 1 «W«f «* v " 


f can i ell vou everything In tne 
limousine— while we're gelling there. 
t'TD- on' Come on— do' We haven't a 
>r- nnd to lose We must let on the 
spot while the trail's still hot. old chap. 
rtib*rfl'is* the assassin mm* nip off and 
...ip us— he* such * diabolically cunning 



Th*n l( * .i 


Assassin, eh 

la it?" 

'Yer-— and ,i men infernally mv*t*rlatit 
one at that, b'gad' Titled lady— well- 
known figure .n ihe world— done to death, 
th* Lord knows how and hy whom, m 


■ ■ • mt . - , . in* L-oru Know* now .do 1 ' 

a , he advance and held out lnefc , d » n <i barred room of a stone 

of fleers to her. I '■- don* » J™'" , n w*r-top floor room, at that, no ivy or 

hit of tramp over a etifnsh bit BUn ot any sort. Iron bars at the only 

try and Urn hungry enough » „ , vA ^ Anrt ro , m!l fanned on the in- 


»lde. key on the- floor: woman as dead 
if Queen Anne and neither atabhej. shot 
nor pot*omd. the dof tors pay. and with- 
out j wound oi any tort to account for 
her dealt) »nd nnthinf to ahow how the 
aaeara in iot in or out nor where— Don't 
.M and ruck.rmf: up your forehead in^al 

" ! Come 


isnui* Pardon' So— I'm 
alone ihi* iim* Vnun E DMlopi has some- 
thlnr more attractive ».. do hit walkm- 
jaif with, these days- believe W-snJ 
. o'clock in tn* nvming kS rath*r too 
early for that sort of thins "' 

"Law air. vou don't mean to tell me 
that you've been UP and aboui since thai Uthlnn an4 ^ inf nnlnlM , cieek 
time, do you now. „„' Coma on-do:" 

■ since a little before that time if >ou H , BlikeJi fnr , w „ mln utes- p-are. but 
inalat upon eiaftne**." replied. (.leaK, |( wl> Btilr(lr t ^ n he C ame lorjina 

with a «ntl* down to the epot where th« hmoualne 

■Thare now. air' I've boi the cloth jt0O( , nn4 juitipwt in nnd dropped down 
laid and the lible alt ready: fo. ii (n hu (avoilte corner Imm'-nint-Iy op- 
vou'll JU*' »" down and make your- , ni , ,i,perintendent. 

ieir comfortahle ! II ave that rafh*r A monlfnt pieaae. until I fire up." 
and egg before you In I"* than no h(1 :ntl ,rirttrA. nf Sfr. Narkom. In a 
ume Or. If you'd prefer to [ever of excitement, opened his lips to 

wash and a brush-up whllat > «*« r « , , h . instant -the Htnoiiilne sprang 

w*lt»n*T. nr. you'll find everyming int[) iintnn of( rtown the rlier 


ed out of I he house, bought a re- 
volver and Inside of half an hour the 
Marrhioneaa of Uppingham waa a 
widow. He had made It absolutely cer- 
tain that aha naver could become tha 
mtatreas of the Abbey nor yet set foot 
across the threshold of It by passing 
the title on to his younfer brother 
there and then 

"That en five years ago, hut thoit 
years mad.: no change in the malice 
of that woman. In the meantime, the 
oli Marchioness had died, bar sole sur- 
viving son had come In for a am a II 
inheritance from a distant connection, 
had fallen tn love with a sweet and 
lovely girl and married her A child la 
now hourly expected, and that expecta- 
tion merely added to the seat with which 
his brother's widow pursued her secret 
plans Unknown to that happy young 
husband— who waa living like a begs*, 
in Ir-s effort to pay the interest upon 
them — the vixen * as secretly buying In 
the mortgages. A month ago she got 
ftf the last one and as aU 
served notice of tore- 


"Just so. Any Idea how she came to 
darken' them in the Drat plate? Where 
ha met her. and how?" 

"Yea Ai Monte Carlo, the winter be- 
fore last while he and his wife were 
stopping there. Ii appears that. In the 
old days, his father used to do busi- 
ness with hers — bought rosewood and 
rnuhogany for htm for piano .ases. 
you know— and 'hat fact proved a 
sort of link between them and led 
to acquaintance-" 

"Do you know If they have offered any 
explanation for taking UP with this wom- 
an who. on your own shewing, was not 
only a vulgarian, but utterly taboo in 
the social world " 

"Tea 1 do N't y lor aavs thai Seton- 
Hartopp was ai pains <n expUln that 
»hen he heard for the first time of the 
fareciosurt-and-evictit>n business- H> 
said that he and hla wife always had a 
sneaking sympathy with the woman. 1 
expect that, when we come to go into 
the matter. Oeek. we ah-ill And that 
Seton-Hanopp'e statement that he knew 
of tha eviction ' 


entered the dining-room and thai foot- 
man stepped forward to place her chair 
ah* recognised htm as a cousin of her 
late lathei-an Irishman named Tim 
Flannerv. who, at the time of her first 
arrival In England, had come over all 
the mv from Dunlin to ask her to give 
htm • little assistance out of her great 
wealth " I 

•'Oho'" said rieek. in two different 
tones ' That a a gray horse of another 


"The situation was "ertatntv awkward 
for both, and the lady »a» so upset &>' 
It that the had to ask for a private In- 
terview with her host and hostess and 
there confessed the state of affairs, beg- 
ging thtm to relieve her from an eni- 
barraiMlng situation by sending tb<- man 
away at once." 
"Which they did. of course?" 
"Yes — certainlv. Seton-Hartopp racked 
the (Mlow off on the instant, before he 
could confide the state ot affairs to any 
of his fellow servants, and. what's more, 
paid him two months' w,ges In consid- 
eration of hts leaving the neighborhood 


needful a« the 


end of the P_"»f« e ;,M 


'Where are we pound for? 1 


"Whlih"— beaming upon him a» ™ , nn( j^nnard U not heading to*nrd 

withdrew- I fhmi to r.>»'.t out ,„„,„„,„_ rotintrv case then, is if" 

the way to vou. that I know i»r mt ^ Erdfordshlie. Village named 
w.ndow looks out on the aaraen ann Lfl|l , M( .j R wrhi n eir-" 
my beds of rotet— and fond you are ,. N -„ rtn , ^ner to tell me I know 
of them, as I verv well recollect . (i 0n ^ ^ n( (he 

i! you're minded tor i waah-ug ■ r: ni i„ rn hh:f The Marquis of fpplng- 

■Thank.— 1 am I'm a bt* unttrty h|J(J j,,^ ihete 
after my long tramp. Mrs. F.Jxman ..j you've not heard about the 

J do know the way. and 1 remember i afr already, have jou. old chapT' 
those roses- They should be a pjet ur» ' - Nn _. n<s f m wa i, lnt; ,„ a0 an ju.it 

as soon as you gel ready. Fire awa ■ 


M this time, to it v„u don t find me 
here when vo-i return vouH know 
where to look for me ' 

But. contrary to her eipectations- 
nnd. Indeed, to his— sh« did find him 
there when she returned, nnd by tft* 
expression of his countenance she 
-ould see that he was no< best pleased 
•Look here" he said, extending his 
hand and letting her «e» that the some- 
thing which lav upon it «.' a littlespray 
of rose leaves that w« parched and 
jhriveled as If It had been burned hv fire. 
Look st if It 'ame fr«m that comb- 
ine rose which runs up the back of the 
house, and it s as plam as flay that It 
h*s been shriveled by ,-omlng in contact 
with some chemical aubsts nee— what I 
can t determine from its dried condHloj 
and the utter absence of any odor-n hlrb 
has been either sfHted cr thrown from 
the window of the room over this one. 
Have vou been letitng that to som- pho- 
tographer a ad allowing him to empty his 
developing dishfF d«wn Into '.our carden, 
you silly woman""' 

"No, that 1 ■aven'f" declared she. with 
emphasis, as ?he set the tray down and 
proceeded to lay out his breakfast on 
the table. "Th» last j-erson mi did stop 
10 Lhkt mas the sneezmi gentleman a» 
cut up wtth us last week -and I'm sur- 
h" rouldn't a done no photographing un- 
beknown to u.i even if he'd 'a' wished 
help' a paralytic, sir. a* 'ad lost the use 
of is arms and sd to 'nbWe round on a 
crutch, poor soul 


p!ea B e What is there that strike-, 
vou so forcibly In my mentioning tli- 
Mirqui* of Uppingham, my friend" 11 
got anything; to do with the affan n. 
hand •" 

"Well, ra-ther! From what Nayloi 
to-d me over the 'pbone when he i.in- 
mc up this morning and asked f<u 
you io come down and take hold of 
the case, it looks pretty black for 
the ir.arn.uis just at present. At any 
rate, be was out last night si th* 
time the crime was committed, and 
he ran t account for his movements — 
at least, he .an't In any way that's 
satisfactory Added to which there is 
ih- fact that he has the best reason 
in the world for bearing a BrudK* 
ui.nti »h* victim of the tragedy" 

■Has he' Why?" 

"Lud. old chap, whst a foolish ques- 
tion, when but I forget You don't 

know. It was hla sister-tn-Iaw that 
wns murdered." 

■What's Ihst. what's that*" rapp-d 
- ■ . „|] . irs and eve* snd nervei 

on the instant. "Surely not the widowed 
dowager mat.-hioness who Sought i titled 
nushand with her three millions of money 
and was made a laughing stork for 
society in one nighr by some wil in 
it dubbin; her 'The Wooden Wife?" " 

■'Y*s— that's the tady." replied the 
superintendent, nodding excitedly, "The 
wit' in C|il"."tioti wa.. her husband's 
younger brother — the prrnent Marquis 
—and ihe worst of It Is Ihe title was 


e<- 'rtT,;;;..^^ . 

seated himself and prepared to begin 


breakfs. "And whv tn* fneeiinc gentle- 
man, if you please"" 

"On account of his 'ablts. sir— 
which was most annoytn'. He'd spend 
best part of the day sitting tn his 
room with that queer crutch of his — 
which was just a long. thin, shiny 
e'lck with s velvet pad at the top— 
Ivlng across his knees and htm sleep 
lamb, but 


furious over tt: haled him Ilk* the very 
old boy and could have teen him drawn 
and quartered with (he utmost pleasure 
in life." 

Th» Mirqut* married her out In Ar- 
gemma, didn't lie?" 

"Ye; Only h* wasn't 'the marquis* 
then. His father was still attv* and tie 
was merely Lord Ruddock, the heir to 
the title snd what mi left of the mort- 
gaged estate. Ruddock Abbey viae trsort 


inc a peaceful as a lamb, but. sir.. 

just as soon as the "nus- 'ad been | *««*d up to the very ehlmney pots and 


up for the night and Flaxman 1 t"«n was rtanng the family in the tar- 
nnd w was a settlln' of oursrlv-c I *hen the hnr went out there to Argen- 
* for a comfortable sleep, rcrlar I Una In the hope of reirl-vlng his fallen 
as clock work he'd start a sneennsc : fortunes and hart the bad luck to run 
and keep it up. off and on, for three I against that eirL Masicle Flannerv He 


hours at a stretch 

"And he d:d I* *v*rv night that 
he was with you. eh? H m: And that 
was how long""' 

Five days and four nights, sir. 
• vins never o n -» left h<s room in alt 
that ume except to get up first thing 
In 'be momma and walk down to the 
end of the sarden and hack again 


knew that she was a rather stupid 
but hiehlv romantic and extremely hand- 
some -reamr* much given to wearlnj 
heaps of )e»»lry, that she was pos- 
sessor of nvorm nnri m tier own right that 
she had no purenta to add to her diaw- 
b.tcks 

■Well, to cut the husfnr«s short, he 
married her and sailed off to England 



"What am I to under stand you to mean? That yon 


a few minutes later— looking down- with her is fast as he rmiM make it He 
b»«rted and not be»> pleased with hadn't been her hue Sand for ion day* 
himself for th« firs' 'wo morning* whm he made a discoterv which wipe<l 
but chirking up considerable after 
that until on th* Saturday he was 
r.nr beaming Which makes i- cleat 
to mv wav of thinking, that it 
couldn i if been him that spilt rh-m- 
i.als on the rose vine Though this 
I will say. now that vou call atten- 
tion to it. the maggots or whatever 
thev was that was eating "oles in 
i h- leaves of the eucalyptus tree. 1 


Ulvreol "MagKots -sting the folia**. ' ' nef 0n 


a good deal of the gilt off his ginger 
bread Five was addicted to the secret 
«f» of drug«-a dnnk-r of « peculiar de- 
coction mate from >,coa leaves, which 
produced a hilarious so ( t of intoxication 
and loosened her tongue most unpleas- 
antly. 

"Well. In time they arrived In Eng- 
land and what followed is pretty welt 
, kt "wn to everybody. The lady, who hod 
set such store hv stopped adojng of expected t.. walk int.. Ruddock Abbey 
i. msr as eoon « "«r h. left r ^ [f lyiTitf tonna herself *ud- 

"Eucalyptus tree Mrs F.axman. o,„ a(!amM , bri^ « alt . H e r bu»- 

Cleek. glancing up with h.^ t ^opic cam. and saw end -would 

Only one 

That', extraordinary' Toun^r™ " brtts^T tbT Hon 

hole*- Raggtd ones- as if something hid i H(JJn Piwl , h ^ s, aPIU . lighthearted boy 
t .ssed thro wn th.-m i f ^ a rJ|bln ,„,„,„., n a, urB list. but 

..r.. rs-,T£ vr;*,"..;,»;™ szsrJStSk xzszis: 

? .n . thJ ttt JSi£ttL&\*»* IV * n "' y ^ lj0n,1On 

of ,he tree and w,tchr,i over it life- a ft » at ' h '" K " ^ h '^'" 

mother as the saying kt. It stands in a ,^ » J"" 1 ^ , . , 

tub do«„ a. 'he rtt na ot th- garden- ' " -od-n « ife that th* last str.« 

.•n • mound which ill's it up high-all by Of course that put an end to any further 

itself ,.»d quite - Pl-iilr. it is loo 'alia upon the Hon Hugh s Part. and. 

■ , ^ , „*' %*lsabi* is i- trom th- -lx montrs latet. followed the thunder- 

la.k window of the lloo, jh.is"- bo't The oH Marqula. thrown from his 

V^e sir .•l'^ri*-_espect«!lw on moon- horse in the hunting fi. Id. waa picked 

hint nishts. like we 'ad all last ween. "I* av"h a broken r.erk and In the wink- 
•e vou'll remonibei Y-'ud ought lo!i«= "f «n »>'* Lord Ruddock found hlm- 

t.ke . look nt it. Mr Headland, before « If the M.nnul* of Uppingham and the 

vou go" niaster of Ruddock Abbey She made a 

Thanks I will" decl..r. ,i i"lcek. sen- dfinand uron hint whl 1 h none but Ih f - 

I* ntlouslv— and. «rter hu> breakfast was "tost unutlei.abl* of cads could have 

nver he did subjecting the tree and its brought himself to yield to. Go ther* 

sutroundmg to .a . jrei'ul s-iuilny for a and - buck your stuck-up old m«ther and 

good half hour and once or twki- drop- vour lippy voung brother out neck and 

ping into bis old "terrier- ilk*"' trick of -uop and f *t em hustle ror themselves.' 

running round m circles as H In search was the wav she put It. And *ti»n her 

of a lost trail husband dr-H| n «t to fall in with this 

Rut If that were the . an- li must be brutal eusii**ll«1n and told her that she 

recorded that he picked up none Whut H;0 ild rever sei fooi Inxldr the place 

enrero was It of his thai a patalysad nor have It in her power to Injure his 

nun should hav.> come alone to this mother and hi other to her dying day she 

isolated spot and should hare sneezed delivered h.r ultimatum 

sorily for four nights nnd th»n have -• - A n right, then." she spat out at 

gone tway. leaving an acuJ.-hurn.-d spray nlm -n", them or tt a me. I may be 

i.f leaves on ■ climbing nose vine? a Wooden Wife bui you don"t fat any 

An hour laier. something that emelled more chips off me- — understand that 

o( gasoline whlised. unseen and unheard. Either they clear out and hustle for 

paet the high wall of the bowling green themselves or you do' ■Vary well, 
and round th* an^le of the inn in tt» madam." he answered he. T can at 

but it was only when a swift iea»i starve Ilk* a gentleman. Good 

of eager loot„e P , r,m* ptlckltnt night ' Then he stook up hit hat. walk- 


elosure if th*v were not taken up by 
the nineteenth of .tune— lodav— and 
is th* yoiins Ma roup acknowledged 
that there was no poesihii.tv nf such a 
thin; another nots"^ came— a writ of 
dispossession — snd f*»r the first lime he 
learned the truth ind knew ih.it he wa«. 
In that woman's hands She would no 
more listen 10 htm than she had listened 
to th* appeals oi hts dead brother. Out 
th-v should go— h* and bis wife togeth 
pr — at n<K>n on the nineteenth «f June as 
eurelv as th* sun rose, and she would 
t» iher.- to witness their dispossession 
dnd eviction. She was there. She went 
down to Long Meadow Rcarh for that 
purpose yesterday. hut tomorrow' 
never became 'today* ror her' When 
this morning s sun rose, Cleek. she was a 
dead woman— murdered, the Lird knows 
how and bv whom, in the stone tower 
of Wittin^ham Hall, within a gunshot 
3 a. m- and the crime might have re- 
mained undiscovered up to the present 
hour but thai Seton-Hartopp heard 
her death-cry and aroused bis house- 
hold Instamly" 

"Seton-Haftopp— repeated Cleek. 
Who > he" Any relation to th- chap who 
invented the famous Hartopp automatic 
Piano and made a fortune out of it some 
ten or a doien years ago?" 

"His son.'' replied Narkon "But he 
Is no longer interested tn the instru- 
ment In question. His father s death 
left htm with pots of money, so he sold 
out bis Interest tn th* business Io a 
company and retired Into private Ufa tor 
a time 1 siy for a time, because, al- 
though It la not publicly known, he Is 
•iho power behind the throne' In the 
great company-promoting Arm of Hague, 
Luton * Co.. slock brokers of Lombard 
street " 

"Oho"' said Cleek, twitching up the 
corner of one eyebrow. "So Mr 15etoo- 
Hartopp a money is Invested In it. eh — 

' Rather' He's the backbone of It. so 
to speak. He's a ftn*> chap— about six- 
and-tblrty. I should aay— and extremely 
popular. Ha s what I call a regular tlp- 


"No doubt And yet he appears to have 
taken up with this Spanish -Irish March- 
ioness and to nave been willing to aa- 
aist her in this low-down business of 
evicting the Uppingham* " 

There you are wrong. Cleek, When 
Inspector Naylor rang ma up this morn- 
ing, that point naturally arose and he 
was at th* pains Io tell me that Set on- 
Hartopp waa extreme. y Indignant when 
be beard of It. and declared that if he 
had had any suspicion of what she was 
up to or that she was * person or that 
strip* aha should never btv 
for an ...slant 


prove qutte true, for h-r going down to 
the Hall yesiardav was quite a chance 
affair As a matter of fart, ah* r*alK 
was to have visited them fix d.iys ..20. 
but was obliged to put tt off owing to 
an accident. Fire broke out in the rooms 
usually assigned to her. and did so mm h 
damage that they had to ask her to 
put oil fier visit until others could re- 
prepared That is how it came about 
that ihe tower suite waa finally assigned 
to her. Setan- Hartopp and his wtte went 
up to London for a week whib- th* work- 
men were in repairing the damtge. but. 
flnding that it would tab* longer than 
anticipated, they dispatched orders to 
th* servants for the tower suite to be 
prepared, and. finally, th* lady return- 
ed to superintend the w«rk in person " 

"H'mf I see! The lady, eh" And didn t 
her husband come back with her"' 

"No. It would have been a waste of 
time " 

"About this tower suite— what's It like? 
Or don't you know?" 

"tt happens that I do Owing to Its be. 
ing tn a tower and that tower being at 
the w L est wing, it Is. of course, some- 
what separated, from the mam body of 
the house. As it Is a relic of feudal 
times, all windows are supplied with 
stout Iron bars. This might, at first 
glance, make the tower suite appear 
most undesirable: but it happens thai It 
commands the beat view of any suite In 
the entire place, and Seton-Hartopp haa 
had it most superbly equipped. There 
are no vines of any sort upon tb* outer 
walla; tnere la no door by which It can 
be entered from the outside, nor. Indeed 
any possible means of gt;titng Into It at 
all. save by *jv, of a passage leading 
from the main body of the house to a 
flight of stairs going up to the suite It- 
self, and these terminate at a door which 
when locked on the Inside— as It was last 
night-make tt an absolute Impossibility 
for any human creature to enter the 
rooms without both the consent and the 
assistance of the occupier. 

"Kow. then, hare's the situation: At 
5 o'clock yesterday afternoon the old 
girl arrived, waa received by James 
Baton- Hartopp and his wife, conducted 
to that suit*, took a nap of half sn 
hour's duration, at « called her maid to 
her io unpack her effects, at T began to 
dress herself for dinner— arraying her- 
self with vast quantities of VewaU: to 
which she was much addicted at such 

them until she waa on* Man of gam* 
like a jeweler's window _tnd at S Joined 
her host and hostess for dinner, and must 
hava had th* shock of bar life In th* 


inside of the next half hour— premising 1 
to send him a check for an esttra tgn 
rounds if he would *e t i4 htm a w ir* from 
London h*for» midnight *s a sun that 
he was there. 

" And did the man comply?" 

"Xot altogether He left the Hall in- 
side of the next fifteen minutes, but 
whether he went to London or not no- 
body ran tell. Nothing, mor* haa been 
heard from nor of him from that period." 

"Hum-m' fleered out, eh" That's 
ugly " 

■ Tee— isn't tt? To rn-> wav of think- 
ln£. that's the one flaw in >h* evidence 
against the Marquis ot l ppitishsm." 

"WhyT* 

"My dear fellow Purely vou fan see- 
There la only one possible motive thai 
can be ascribed to the ma rqnla— revenge. 
This Flannerv fellow » o. [; d hsv* that 
and still another As the marchioness 
has no direct issue, her forlun* would, 
if sh* died Intestate, so to h*r nearest 
living relative 

"She was quite upset bv th* affair, of 
■ ours- had no appetite for her dinner, 
and as soon as she could decently do so. 
excused herself That was the last that 
anybody tn that house ever raw of her 
alive What followed from that period 
up to a quarter to two m the momlns 
no one knows, for all were asleep; but 
at that precise time Seton-Hartepp was 
awakened by a shrill, agonlxlng scream 
coming from the direction of the ston* 
lower and. springln; out of bed, rushed 
to his wife and told her of It," 

"A moment. Pleas* Seton-Hartopp and 
his wife sleep In the main part of th* 
building" Or don't you know?" 

"I do. I asked Savior that question 
mysalf. Their regular quarters ar* tn 
the very center of th* house, at a con- 
siderable distance from tb* tower. But 
on that particular occasion thev were 
occupying a suit* class fo the entrance 
to the west wing." 

"H'm' Why had they changed their 
quartern "" 
"On account of the recent flr*. The 
out suit* was close to ihelr own 


"What! the odor of Ore after the 
had been dan* up?" 

"No. Th* odor of paint. The decora- 
tort only finished the day before yester- 
day Being to close to the tower and 
his bedroom window wide open amounts 
for Set on -Hartopp having heard the cry 
and belnx able to locate it. He at once 
rang the alarm and awakened all tb* 
j servants, threw on a dressing gown gad 
sa soon aa tha domett lea had assembled 
led the way to the tower passage and up 



inside He could get no answer to hit 
shouting to her and 

"Stop a bit. Let's learn to walk before 
we try to gallop. He bad not done any- 
thing of this sort then before be arous- 
ed ihe servant*? Hadn't, eh? Alt right 
Go on. The door was locked and th* 
ladv didn t answer. What next?" 

"Why, they broke it in of course- 
he and the men servant*^ — an . 
la upon the shocking discovery wl 
awaited tham, Th* room was in dark- 
ness but for the rull. clear light of 
the moon ahlnina; round and bright, 
and beyond tha opsn window on the 
floor lay the Marchioness, still dreaaed 
js she had been for dinner, but ston* 
dead and. a* they afterward learneo. 
without on* solitary mark of violenc* 
upon her. save for a m*re superficial 
scratch on the shoulder Indeed, they 
would have been inclined to recard 
II ar the result of sudden hsart fstl- 
ur*. but for th* declaration of Seton- 
Hartopp He was in the forefront or 
th* gathering, of course, when tne 
door was battered down, and be de- 
clares that as b* was precipitated 
into th* room he heard something 
whig past his head and had lust time 
to catcb a rlimps* of a huge black 
bat silhourted against th* disk of tha 
moon before tt sailed out between tha 
bars of the window and disappeared 
It was almost a* hlg as a pigeon and 
had an enormous axpans* of wing. 
That, of course, led everybody to re- 
member who In the district go** In 
for curious bata and otb*r uncanny 
things and when it came to light that 
Lord Uppingham had been out until 
.' o'clock and that there waa that 
threatened eviction for today, why, 
there you are. There. Cleek. thal'a 
the case at it stands, old chap, and 
if you don't think itaat that bat was 
the mean* employed — tha actus) mes- 
senger of d*t th " 

"I don't Mr Narkom. No. I don't. I 
am pretty ture that - - was a hu- 
man hand at th* back of the thing 
That the w at murdered, and— for a 
cause " 

"Then. In the nam* of all that's 
wonderful, how do you think It was 
done' And why-" 

"Tell you better when I know more 
about it.' returned Cleek. aa he took 
out his case and selected a fresh 
rigaratia "A good deal will depend 
upon my examination of that tower 
suite and a good deal more upon 
whether or no they take th* Illus- 
trated London News at Wittingham 
Half 

"Clnoimon" Why, what on earth—" 

■Let ma alone. pleas*-lrrtt*bly-"I 
want to do a little quiet thinking on 
the »ubl*rt of natural history and the 
peculiarities of certain forms of ani- 
mal life That's all"" 

And. Indeed. It had to b* For with 
that he pulled down his hat brtm. 
• trues led up in his corner and thut 
up Ilk* an oystsr at low tide. 

Th* morning was as ysi no mor* 
than middle aged when ihe limousine 
reached V'lttingham Hall and set its 
occupants down at the steps of a 
broad ttone 'errare where Intpertor 
Nay lor of the local constabulary 
stood awaiting them in a stats of 
nervous excitement 

"I regret to have to Inform you. 
sir." he said, "that matters have taken 
a far more serious turn with regard 
to Lord Uppingham since I telephoned 
to Mr. Narkom and we have been 
obliged to tak* hi* lordship into cus- 
tody and now Flannery It entirely 
out nf It." 

"No! dead "" 

"No, Mr, Narkom- — established a per- 
fect tllbl He did go to London last 
night, but didn't wire because he 
couldn't It appears that he waa 
knocked down and run over hy a taxi 
it he emerged from th* station ana 
carried unconscious to the Charing 
Trots Hospital. Come In If you please, 
gentlemen Mr Setnn-Hartnpp will 
tell you all about it." 

Th»y went in forthwith, flnding 
themselves within the space of th* 
next two minutes etnndlng tn the 
morning room nf th* halt and In tne 
presence of a tall, well-groomed, per- 
fectly-composed, perfect mannered 
gentleman, with frank blue eyes and 
what many people would term a "tak* 
4ng" countenance, and of a decidedly 
attractive tady of shout hve-and- 
thirty whor.e morning gown was tne 
last word In such matters rrom 1'a rie. 
and would hsv* be*n in extreme good 
ta*te but ror th* fact that th* chose 
tn mar It hy wearing many flashing 
rings of diamonds and pearls and 
rubies and had a rope of enormous 
petrls looped about her neck and 
hanging thence almost to her knees. 
She was sitting by a table scattered 
with papers and magaxlnes. but she 
rot* at their entrance and n was only 
when, ^n the course of conversation. 
Cleek w-ent over to that table and in 
that aimless, haphazard way people 
have began turning those paper* over 
while he talljed that Narkom remem- 
bered tthii he had said with refer- 
ence to the Illustrated London News 
or saw anything significant jo so tri- 
vial and natural an action 

"Of course I deeply dtplor* tb* 
sudden turn which matters have taken 
with regard to Lord Uppingham. Mr 
uieek." Seion -Hartopp declared in his 
full, richly-modulated voice, after ihe 
interview had lasted for a quarter 
of an hour or so "Doubly so as I 
understand 'hat at 7 o'clock this 
morning a little son and heir was 
born to him; and 1 tried earnestly to 
prevent the local constabulary from 
taking him into custody until some- 
thing more definite than mere empty 
suspicion could be brought against 
him They, however, would not listen " 
"Then I tak* it. Mr Reton-Hartopp. 
that in spite of that business about the 
bat you d« not. yourself, harbor any 
suspicion regarding Lord Uppingham's 
guilt." 

"I. Mr. C1»*k? Certainly nnt. The bat 
may or may not belong to the collection 
nf such things which, I hear, be keeps, 
but t believe, nevertheless, that he had 
nothing to do with Its presence in that 
place at that particular time and that he 
was as he declares, merely out taking a 
sorrowful farewell of his lost estate, last 


"Hm" Ves" Possibly you are right, 
but now. with your permlauen. Mr. Se- 
ton-Hartopp. Mr. Narkom and I will 
have a look at the tower suite No, don't 
bother to show us. Mr. Naylor will do 


In pasting Mrs Seton- Hartopp he 
somehow managed to stumble over a 
mat snd collide with her. and. In recov- 
ering hla halan :. he clutcbed at her. 
with th* result tb-t the *trtng of her 
top* of pearls became caught round tha 
buttons of the cuff of his coat sleeve 

"It bt of no consequence, really, Mr. 
Cl**k." she laid graciously, aa th* stood 
there smiling while h* disentangled It 
with mftmt* car*. "That la th* worst 
ot the** highly poliahcd floors— the rug* 
slid* to easily You will find us her* 
when you return." And her* sh* bowed 
him out of the room, sweetly and gra- 
ciously, aa be and Narkom took their de- 

to tb* 



her face upturned, arrayed still tn h-r 
elaborate dinner dress and (airly smoth- 
ered with )*w*l*-a grim snd yet a taw- 
dry fijiUT* in th* garish morning light— 
the pate, short, surface scratch upon her 
bared shoulder *o Inconspicuous a thing 
as to he all but invisible against the 
dead flesh. Yet although that would 
rn '0 be ihe one most Important thing 
be looked into. It was observable that. 
*-* h* went rorward and bent over the 
body. Clock's whole attention was claim- 
ed by the Jewel* she w-ore and that ha 
examined them with the most minute, 
attention, and that -hen he finally gave 
over doing thl* snd looked round at Mr. 
S'srkom hi* eyes were curiously bright 
and the old slgniflcant one-sided smile 
waa hooking up the corner of his mouth 
" Mr Narkom." he said, with a not* 
of satuf action in hit voir-, "for all Its 
apparent complexity, thia is going to be 
on* of the shortest and simplest eases I 
have ever handled Obaerv* thai detk 
by th* window, th* dispatch box upon It. 
th* open check book and tha two silver 
candlesticks and observe., too. that al- 
though they are bedroom candlesticks 
and had doubtitsa been placed on that 
desk for the purpoae of aiding th* ladv 
In writing, there ar* no candles in them 
whatsoever." 

"There"* a blob of wax In etch. how. 
ever, old chap." said th* superintendent, 
going over and examining them. "so. 
no doubt, thev burned themselves out- 
Rememhtr. It was a quarter to two when 
the deed was don*-" 

"Exactly— th*y burned themseWts out. 
snd were quit* out. of court*, when Mr. 
(teton-Hartopp and tha servants broke 
down th* door " 
' Well, wbat of that?" 
"What of— Oh. come. come, my friend' 
Flog up your wtta a bit and aak your- 
self whtt was the tady doing sitting up 
with all her clothes on and sll her 
]*w.ls on at thai hour"" 

waa writing, or course, 

"With the candles out?" 

"Good ma/ I never thought of that." 

"Gently, gently, my friend, don't s*t 
yourself eicited. Look and t** If ther* 
are any letters on tb* desk." 

"Only one and that lust begun." an- 
nounced th* superintendent a few mo- 
men is later— during which ttm* Cleek 
had dropped into his old terrier- 1 lit* 
trlrk and waa running round Ih* room, 
examining th* wall paper and sniffing 
at the carpet "All that it says is 'My 
dear sir. I shall be greatly < 
will 
as th* 

factory, to If convenient— ' And there 
It stops and there's a long trail of Ink 
over th* page It must have been at 
that moment she was attacked." 

"No doubt And If ah* had only time 
to writ* one sing!* letter and never lived 
long enough to complete that. It la very 
likely that she wss killed soon after sh* 
entered lb* room." 

"Good lud' Then In that event Seton - 
Hartopp 1 * *tory about th* death cry and 
the place being locked on th* inside 

when h« got her* 

"aently. gently: Don't hang away at 
the Brat bird that rises. There are the 
servant* to testify to the truth of that 
statement, my friend, And-even if there 
wer* not. here's th* condition of th* door 
to confirm it. It was locked on th* In- 
side More. |r was also bolted. Look 
how the bolt ha* torn away th* wood- 
work of the door post when the door It- 
self was burled Inward, No one got Into 
this ronm after that dead woman entered 
tt. She was her* atona when she died, 
and If the messenger of death Is what I 

oelleve " Her* bis vole, snapped off 

suddenly; h* screwed round on hi* heel 
and with one of his quick, catlike bounds 
w-ent to the desk and tor* off an end 
trom the blotter lying upon It. "I'll soon 
decide that.' he Joined on abruptly, 
then, moisienltdj; the hit of blotting riper 
with his tongue he walked with II to Iho 
woman's bodv and pressed it 
the scratch on her shoulder. 

cieek. dear chap: In the name of 
heaven " 

"No; in the nam* of hell— If It's that 
thing'" he hit In with a vicious snap or 
the jaws. *'Anrt what else could it be io 
kill so qulcklv and by a mer- surface 
scratch" And it would shrivel foliate 
like fir*, bv Jip" What an ass I was not 
to hav* remembered that " 

'Remembered what, old chap"" 

"Nothing, nothing— don't boiber m- 
until I'm sure. Uet down ttatr*. both of 
you. and keep a close guard on vour 
tongues regarding this You. Mr Na> - 
kom, tell Leonard t<> have the limousine 
readv— 1 shall need it for tnttant use and 
shall want it for a couple of hours at the 
least. And voij. Naylor. give him th* ad- 
dress of ih* nearest doctor or analytical 
rhemlrf and tell him to drive there hk* 
mad a* toon at t hop into the veblrlo 
Now then, get out, please, and from th# 
mom*nl I leave the house, don't s'ir a 
also irom the terrace unlit I return ' 

It was long after lunch time when 
h» cam* back and was shown at ht* 
request into th* morning room — to- 
gether with Mr Narkom and Inspsc- 
tor Naylor— where Mr and Mrs 3»- 
ion-Hartopp sat reading the account* 
of th* tragedv as *»t forth bv th* 
newspaper* which had com* down 
from town. 

'f must apologise to you alt for mv 
long absence." said Cleek as the door 
closed and th* butler disappeared 
I have had a verv. very busy mornin*; 
mv dear. I assure vou, but tt Is not with- 
out It* reward, since 1 have h*vn enable. t 
to establish Lord Uppingham"* *nt1r- 
innoyrnc* of any connection whatsoever 
with this cunmnglv-*-xeruted erime m-l 
lo tel) you ai once that tb* late Mar- 
chioness death was due to the action of 
curare." 

"Curar*. Mr Cleek- What in th* 
world is curare?" 

"A hell's potion us*d by tb* Sav- 
age* of South America and of Bor- 
neo, my dear sir There was sn ar- 
ticle on Borneo and the use of the 
sumpltan in the Illustrated London 
News some two or thre* weeks ago. 
and you ran took it up there — unless 
you were fool enough to overdo the 
thing by tearing out that article and 
— no, you don't, my tin* f*llow! There's 
a police constable at every door and 
window and you and your vix-n are 
penned in a* tight as rata In a trap 
Gam*"* up. my frl.nd. Com. out of 
It — you'r* nabb*d*" 

-Rats' Trap' Nabbed!" repeated h*. 
growing very pale and laughing 
steadily. "Edith, be calm. I b*g. 
I* only som* (Illy blunder 
my dear Mr. Cleak. what am I to u- 
deratand you to mean? That you ac - 
cut* me — -us:- — of thl* m urdar?" 

"Exattly From th* shelter of th* 

mfler aTl'ih" servant* had gone to bad, 
you killed that woman by 
a thorn dipped In 
charged from a 



,"It'a a He! A _ 
An invention from beginning io e»d'" 
"Think so? Well, maybe these will 
prove It. Come In Mestrs Hague and 
Luton- corns tn Mrs n -xman and— 
quick! look sharp there, man' Don't 
let them bolt. Nab *m — nab 'em 
by 


fiiei 
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